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“Great things are done by a series of small things brought together.” – Vincent Van
Gogh
A 7’3″ basketball player didn’t start out that tall. The 350-pound lineman was much
lighter at one time. The movie star was once unknown. Both Google and HP were
started in garages, not multi-million dollar facilities. Apple, Microsoft, and Facebook
were started by college dropouts. Some of our most successful companies started
with little or no fanfare.
Even though we know it, we often forget; Big things start small. Jesus said it best in
Mark 4:31-32: “It is like a mustard seed planted in the ground. It is the smallest of all
seeds, but it becomes the largest of all garden plants; it grows long branches, and
birds can make nests in its shade.” God’s Kingdom starts small too. In verse 30 Jesus
says, “How can I describe the Kingdom of God? What story should I use to illustrate
it?” Jesus decides that the best illustration for God’s Kingdom is a tiny seed that when
planted grows up to be a large plant. So large, that birds find refuge.
I find it interesting that Jesus would use one of the smallest seeds to describe the
beginnings of God’s Kingdom. I would think God’s Kingdom would start with a huge
bang. We’re talking about God after all. Yet, Jesus uses the image of a small mustard
seed. The mustard seed starts out small, but after planting, it doesn’t remain small.
Sometimes I fall into the trap of “go big or go home.” I want to offer a “big” event with
lots of people and activity. Yet when I look at what I have to offer sometimes, quite
honestly, it pales in comparison to what others have to offer. Others seem smarter,
more talented, have more experience, and are just better. They seem to be able to
offer the “big” things. What I can offer seems small. What if God’s Kingdom activity
starts small? What if my offering, as small as it may be, can be used for great
purposes? What if I offer Jesus what I have and what I am, and let him do great things
with my offering? What if instead of comparing what I can do to what others do, I
simply give to Jesus and see what he does?
Mother Teresa said, “Not all of us can do great things. But we can do small things with
great love.” If we apply Mark 4:31-32 to that quote, we can change it to, “Not all of us
can do great things. But we can do small things with great love and God can take
those small things and do great things.” Big transformations begin with small acts of
love. We never know what God will do with our loving actions.
God gives us opportunities all the time. It’s unfortunate when we walk away because
what we can offer isn’t “big enough.” My hope is that you don’t walk away and instead
allow him to use what you have, no matter how small you think it is. My prayer is that
each of us decide this summer to take this to heart, especially around the church. So
much is going on already and so much is possible if we each give or connect just a
little more to show the world what God can do through Shawnee Presbyterian Church.
In Ministry Together, Pastor Craig

Dinners for Six; Saturday, June 29th
Calling all those who like to dine with others.
We will be having a
"Dinners for Six" on Saturday, June 29th.
If you are not familiar with this idea, here is
how it works. People sign up if they would like to
get together with others for dinner. If you are
interested in being a hostess in your home
please put a star next to your name. Then the
people will be divided into groups of six.
The hostess will decide what the main course will be and will prepare it.
She/he will then contact the other people in the group to discuss what they
can add to the dinner. Nothing fancy is required! If you want to grill,
that's fine. If your specialty is Italian cooking, that's fine too!
Anything goes!
Look for the sign up sheet on the "What's Happening" window.
If you have any questions please contact
Nancy Auf Der Heide nancy_adh@hotmail.com

5TH SUNDAY COLLECTION
SUNDAY, JUNE 30TH SCHOOL
SUPPLIES

Sunday, June 30th, we will
celebrate our collection of school
supplies for children of the
Shawnee area.
Any and all school supplies are
welcome and appreciated.
Shawnee community Services is requesting special efforts in collecting
rulers, wide ruled filler paper, and yellow highlighters.
Urgent needs: Notebook Filler Paper—wide Ruled, Pencil/Supply Box;
Safety Scissors; Colored Pencils. We will be collecting school supplies
through July 28th.
Thank you, The Mission Committee

Food When We’re Fed

is a time to remind ourselves to
bring food for others every time
we gather for communion.
To make this even easier,
communion is now shared the
first Sunday of every month.
The next Food When We’re Fed
will be

Sunday, July 7th

Let’s take this
opportunity to make a
difference in the world around us.

“HANDS-ON,

SITTING-DOWN”;
WEDNESDAY, JULY 10TH
AT 10:00 AM

We would love for you to help us or just stop by for a
few minutes to say “Hi!” If you want to become
better acquainted with each other while working on
projects to help others, this is the perfect opportunity.
We do ‘hands-on’ mission projects that can be done
while ‘sitting-down’.
Thank you! Mission Committee

TRIVIA NIGHT;
SATURDAY JULY 13TH

Grab your friends and prepare for FUN!!
A sign-up sheet is on the
“Happenings” window!
SIGN-UP NOW!!
Gather your family
members and/or friends for a fun filled evening.
Bring $3 per player and a snack or appetizer to share.

LADIES PRAYER GROUP
NEXT MEETING; WED., JULY
17TH AT 11:30AM
If you have not joined us, the
Prayer Group is meeting the
3rd Wednesday of each month
at 11:30 am.
Eggtc 7182 Renner Road
Shawnee, KS
We eat, talk, and go over who is
in need of prayers and cards.
The 16+ women who attend regularly, will welcome you warmly.
Hope to see you too! God
Bless!

Shawnee Presbyterian Prayer Group—
June 2019
“When you find you have time on your
hands, put them together and pray.”
Ed & Peggy Stanley—Age related issues.
Ruth Jones—Assisted living.
Ralph Anderson—Bad Health.
Frank & Betty Wilkinson—Neither are well.
Ronald Davidson—Struggles with depression.
Miranda Gibson—Broke ribs.
Pauline Pansing—Doing well so far.
Ken Godfrey—Back related problems.
Jean Heatwole—Doing well for her age.
John Randazzo—Health issues.
Jackie Rozine—Health issues.
Nancy Barnhart—Father passed away.
Elaine Entrikin—Doing well. Needs to be remembered.
Nursing Home & Retirement Residents
Russ & Lois Case
Elaine Entrikin
Pauline Pansing
Beth Riner
Dorothy Sexton
Ruth Jones

Read a good book lately?
Would you like to share it with others?
We are dedicating a shelf (or two) on the
bookshelf outside Pastor Craig’s office
where you can do just that. All you have
to do is bring a book or two to contribute
AND THEN BORROW A BOOK
to enjoy and return.
What better review of a book than
recommendation from a fellow church
member? Happy Reading!

Special Needs &
Prayers
Our Church & Pastor.
Children who need food & caring.
Soldiers & their families.
Church families who need our prayers unasked.
Tornado & high water victims.

A Few Extra Coins for the ‘Noisy Offering’ the 4th
Sunday of every month Noisy Offering Sundays are
making an Impact! *Sunday, July 28th, 2019*

Thanks to the donations of pocket change by members and visitors to SPC,
donations have been sent to both Hocker Grove Middle School and Shawnee
Mission Northwest High School, through our “Love Fund” program for these
schools. School Counselors at both schools use these funds to help students
who are unable to pay for lunches, are in need of clothing items, are unable
to pay a fee or purchase an item required for a class, are in need of funds
for a school activity, or do not have the basics for a school day, such as
paper/pens/pencils. We will continue to collect the Noisy Offering on the
4th Sunday each month, and help to keep the “Love Fund” for these schools
going strong. Again, the participation of the members, visitors, and friends
of SPC are making a positive impact on our community. THANK YOU!

June Noisy Offering
Donations totaled $92.00.
Thank you for bringing in
your change. Your change
is changing lives at
SMNW and Hocker Grove.
Thank You!

SOS!!!
Calling anyone and everyone. Our Sunday
school department is in desperate need of 5
additional teachers. Everyone in this church would
be a great Sunday school teacher. You would only
be obligated to teach 3 times during the months of
September - May. We can even work around folks
who play the bells and/or sing in the choir. This is
not only a great opportunity for you to give back to
the church but more importantly make a difference in
our youths' lives. Please ask Marge Clark more
about this wonderful opportunity after church or
contact her at 913-522-4797 or
margeclark5@gmail.com.

July Birthdays
7/3—Lois Carnahan
7/4—Kent Chipman

Visitors:

7/5—Wendy Nelson

6/9

7/7—Reta Ousdahl

Louise Ahrens

7/9— Liz Gibson

Jessica Smith

7/12—Russ Case

Paula Lawrence

7/15—Hayley Bridge

6/16
Maddie Selby
5/26
Fred Baehner

7/19—Pat Straight
7/24—Valerie Lewis
7/25—Steve Stuart
7/25—Maxine Lewis
7/28—Joe Thimes

Shawnee Presbyterian Church
Office Hours are
Mon.-Thurs. 9 a.m.—12:30 p.m.
Pastor Craig is available
throughout the day.

7/29—Ron Clond
7/29—Dennis Sexton
7/30—Mike Bridge
7/31—Pauline Pansing

Pastor Craig can be reached at
913-631-6689 Ext.11 OR
pastor@shawneepres.org.
If you have a pastoral emergency,
call Pastor Craig at 918-346-0839.

Children’s Sunday School for the children will
reconvene on Sunday, September 8th.

Adult Sunday School

Please call the office at 913-6316689 or email the office at

Will reconvene on Sunday, September, 8th.

office@shawneepres.org.

EARLY BIRD BIBLE STUDY WILL RECONVENE ON
Tuesday, September 10th.
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*Prayers for Beverly’s son Matt, who is back in the hospital with a large diabetes problem.
*Prayers for myself regarding pending heart surgery. Jackie Rozine
*Prayers for Jean Miller, my sister-in-law in Oregon, who is in rehab after a stroke. Betty
*Prayers for Same Crawford, my uncle, who passed away on Friday, June 7. Donna Wernes
*Prayers for the immigrants who fear for their lives, seek hope, and face a world reluctant
to help. Larry Meeker
*Prayers for God’s help as I through heart tests. Jackie Rozine
*Prayers for Bree Aguilar, Debbie’s niece, whose cancer redeveloped and is unable to enter
a trial treatment. Mike Selby
*Prayers for Jackie Rozine, who is doing ok, but a little under the weather. Dale Craft
*Celebrating Nation Cancer Survivors Day...a celebration of LIFE! Nancy Auf Der Heide
*Prayers for Rob Mance’s father, who is undergoing surgery.

UPCOMING GREETERS – THANK YOU!
6/30-Marge Clark
7/7 – Charlie Jones
7/14 – Bill Arndt
7/21 – Martha Cunningham
7/28 – Marge Clark

UPCOMING LITURGISTS – THANK YOU!
6/30- Tim Gibson
7/7 – Donna Wernes
714 – Pat Straight
7/21 – Jeff Walters
7/28 – Nancy Auf Der Heide

