
Volume 14, Issue 7 

The PresCryterian 
  Giving of  Ourse lves and Caring for one another.                                                        

Shawnee Prescryter ian Church Worships, Learns                

       & Serves our needy world together.  

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
Every Sunday 

  10:30a.m. 
 

The next issue of the 
PresCryterian will be 

published on  
Wednesday 7/27 

 
Please submit your 

materials by  
Monday,                 Ju-

ly 25 
  for  

inclusion in the next 
PresCryterian. 

OFFICE HOURS  
By Appointment Only 

 

CHURCH STAFF 

Rev. Craig R. Gibson…….Pastor 

Rob Mance .................... Choir Dir 

Andrew Morris ............... Organist 

Barb Horner............ Preschool Dir 

Vonda Norman......Adm. Assistant 

 

July 2016 

SPC Special Project Team 

As you may know, the Session has requested the     cre-

ation of a committee purely charged with the task of being 

creative.  This committee will not be chaired by a member of 

Session, but will have Pastor Craig and Elder Chris Nelson 

present for questions and clarifications when needed.  The  

desired results from this short term group is purely a source 

for ideas from which the Session will choose new directions 

for the growth and improved health of our congregation. 

I can tell you I have never had this kind of opportunity 

before to simply brain storm and truly realize no idea is a bad 

idea with no overwhelming burden that the schemers will al-

so be the only ones to carry out the new idea.  It is the      de-

sire of the Session to have a list of creative ideas, both new 

and reworked current programs, presented at the Session 

meeting August 22. 

Do you have ideas for improving current programs or 

brand new things our church has never tried all for the     

purpose of strengthening our congregation, growing our     

congregation, and hopefully increasing our financial        situ-

ation?  Of course you do!  Now call me or email me with your 

idea or better yet call or email me with you willingness to 

serve on this special project team.  Meeting times and dates 

will be established once we have our first meeting   Sunday 

morning July 10 at 9:00am in the church parlor. 

Please hear your call to help our church become even 

stronger in our presence in the community, growth in      

numbers of members and participants, and rebuilding of our 

financial base for all that we do for the Kingdom of God. 

In Ministry Together 

Pastor Craig 
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Well, Shawnee Presby. Preschool has seen its last day.  Last week we finished up our Summer 
Camp week, and we are closing our doors for good.  I just wanted to take this opportunity to 
thank the preschool and the church for letting me teach in the Yellow Room for the last 24 

years.  Both of my kids attended preschool here, and I was lucky enough to be asked to teach 
here when my oldest started kindergarten.  I loved it so much, I stayed. 

I am taking some great memories with me as I pack up and leave.  Since I’ve been here, there 
have been 4 different directors and 19 different classroom teachers.  I’m the “old timer” here, 

and have always taken extreme pride in our school.  I tried my hardest to help it stay open, but it 
wasn’t meant to be. 

Lots of great families have come and gone, and it’s sad that it’s ending.  I thought I would retire 
from here, but instead, I’m looking for some new adventures at another preschool.  SPP has been 

“home” for me for a long time, and I thank you for that. 
Anne Huxtable 

Yellow Room Teacher 

Congregational Meeting Recap 

At the direction of the Session, Finance Committee provided an update on the status of SPC’s 

financial condition.  SPC has operated at a deficit the last few years relying on reserves built 

during years when there was a surplus.  For 2016 the Session approved a budget that projects 

a shortfall of approximately $24,000. 

In the near term there is a need to stem this trend to preserve the reduced reserves that        

remain.  This can be achieved by lowering expenses, by raising receipts, or by a combination of 

these two.  Expenses are lower than budgeted through the first five months of 2016 (refer to   

table below).  Increasing revenues to coincide with the expense reduction offers the greatest 

chance for success.  On average, an additional contribution of $7-$8 per week from each giving 

unit is all that is needed for revenues to meet budgeted expenses. 

Five month interim results 

 
* Receipts include a large volume of annual pledges that were prepaid in January. 

To address the long term financial health of SPC Session approved a motion submitted by      

Finance Committee to establish an exploratory committee composed of SPC members.  This 

committee will investigate strategies to preserve the financial health of SPC into the future, 

culminating with a presentation to the Session of alternatives for consideration.  Session plans 

to have committee members identified by June 30 and expects that the committee will report 

back at the August and/or September meetings.  If you are interested in participating in this 

important and meaningful effort please contact Craig (pastor@shawneepres.org or 631-6689) or 

myself (christopher.nelson@sbcglobal.net or 602-4235. 

Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns about the aforementioned                 

information.  Thank you. 

Chris Nelson, Chair Finance Committee 

  May Year to 

Date 

Budget YTD Compared to Budget 

Total Receipts* $   13,389 $   77,951 $   68,693 $   9,258 

Total Expenses 14,968 71,411 78,651 7,241 

Receipts Less Expenses 1,579 6,541 9,958 16,499 
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Visitors 
5/29 

Carol Wisewell 
Nancy Barnett 

6/5 
Nancy Barnett 
Carol Wisewell 

6/26 
Joseph Reed 

Megan, Kaelea & Madylen Hix 

Volunteers to Teach  
Youth Sunday School 

Are you looking to spend more time with our 
Younger Disciples?  We could use your 

help.  We need 3 volunteers to help teach Sun-
day school.  If we meet our goal of 8 teachers 
then each teacher would only have to teach 4 - 
5 Sundays a year.  And it's a great way to get 

to know the youth of our church. 
Please call (913-522-4797) or  

email (margeclark5@gmail.com)  
Marge Clark if interested. 

 

Food When We’re Fed 
Food When We’re Fed will be a time to remind       
ourselves to bring food for others every time we    

gather for communion.   To make this even easier, 
communion is now shared the first Sunday of every 

month.  The next Food When We’re Fed will be         
Sunday, July 3rd 

Let’s take this opportunity to make a         
difference in the world around us.   

Ladies Prayer Group 
“When you find you have time on 
your hands, put them together & 

pray”. 
June 15th, 2016 the Prayer group met and 

wrote letters to the following: 
Ronald Davidson—very depressed 
Brooklin Cowsill– doing very well 
Jean Heatwole—Doing very well 

John & Jackie Rozine—John is not doing 
well 

Don & Gleneta Jefferson—Don not well 
Terry & Cindy Moore’s , friend of Barb 

Horner, grandson has cancer  
Bob Meyers-Doing pretty well 
Cindy Meeker-knee problems 
Kris Illum-cancer treatment 

Virginia Ruhl-not well 
Mary Burkitt-in nursing home 

Donita Wernes-doing pretty well 
 

Nursing Home & Retirement Residents 
Virginia Ebberts 

Mary Burkitt 
Elna Ponto 

Virginia Ruhl 
Elna Ponto 

Pauline Pansing 
Mary Lou Wright 

 

Special needs & prayers: 
Children who need food & caring 

Our Church & Pastor 
Soldiers & their families 

Our Country & its leaders 
Children who need food & caring 
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“Hands-on, Sitting-down” Needs YOU  

Second Wednesday of every month 

If you want to become better acquainted with each other while working on projects to 
help others, this is the perfect opportunity.  We do ‘hands-on’ mission projects that can 

be done while ‘sitting-down’ on the second Wednesday of each month.     

A Few Extra Coins for the ‘Noisy Offering’  

the 4th Sunday of every month 

Can you drop a few extra coins in the ‘noisy offering’ ?  It will be added to the ‘Love Funds’ 

SPC established at SMNW High School and Hocker Grove Middle School.  A new semester 

has begun affecting many of the  families in our community with additional expenses.  

If you would like to support the ‘Love Funds’ but will not be at church on Sunday, you can 

still make ‘noise’ by adding to the ‘love fund’ jar in the office.  Mission Committee 

5th Sunday Giving Program -Sunday, July 31st 

The last Sunday in July (July 31st) is a 5th Sunday, and we will concentrate on school supplies this time.  
Ideas for items to share include: 

Crayons, Pens, Pencils, Notebooks, Colored pencils, Erasers, Glue sticks (at least three for the year), Scissors 
(blunt ended for younger kids, pointed for older ones), Water-based markers, A four-ounce bottle of white glue, 

Highlighters, Loose-leaf notebook paper, Pocket folders, A ruler with English and metric measurements, Watercol-
or paints, Index cards (ruled and un-ruled), etc.  

 Our next "5th Sunday Giving" will be in October, and we will be asking for HUGS (H-Hats, U-Underwear, G-
Gloves, S-Scarves or Socks) for kids and adults in the winter time.  

If you have questions, please feel free to contact Jenny Hatfield-Callen (jennyhatfieldcallen@aol.com) or another 

member of the Mission Committee. 

Shawnee Presbyterian Church Presents 
A Free Saturday Afternoon at the Movies 

Zootopia 
And Ice Cream Sundaes! (guaranteed not to be served by elephants) 
Saturday, July 16th at 3:00pm in the Fellowship Hall 



THE GRADUATES FOR 2015 -2016 SCHOOL YEAR 
Taylor Allen, granddaughter of Judy A. Allen:  My granddaughter Taylor Allen graduated 
from Olathe South High School.  She lives in Olathe with her parents and two younger       

brothers Tristan and Tyler.  She was very active in DECA and was a 21st Century               
Endorsement Candidate. She also was involved in competitive cheer and will be coaching     

part-time while she is in school.  She will attend KU this fall and plans to study linguistics. 
She is a very talented young lady, and we are very proud of her. 

 
Hayley Bridge, daughter of Mike and Molly Bridge:  Haley graduated from Kansas State 

University, Manhattan in December, 2015. She received a degree in Family Studies-Human 
Services.  She is presently working at Kids TLC in Olathe.  She is engaged to Jeremiah 

Troby. They will be married in June, 2017 and living in Harrisonville, MO.  
 

 Elizabeth ‘Liz’ Gibson, daughter of Reverend Craig and Gretchen Gibson: Liz began 
her high school career at Jenks High School in Oklahoma.  When her father was hired to be 

our pastor, she transitioned as a junior to Shawnee Mission Northwest High School. Liz not 
only started a new high school but a new sport, DIVING!!.   Although a terrifying thing to 

watch, her parents could not be more proud of her ability to try something new.  

She will attend William Woods University in Fulton, MO this fall where she will be in their 

honors program and her major will be Biology Pre-Vet.  The church usually gives our         

high-school graduates who are active members a scholarship of $250.00.  Liz will get hers 

and the check will be made out to William Woods University. 

 Amanda Mackey, Don & Glenata Jefferson’s  granddaughter: Amanda graduated from   

divinity school.  Amanda has preached in our pulpit a couple of time, when Pastor Craig 

was attending meetings and was not available to preached,   

 Elizabeth Nelson, daughter of Chris and Wendy Nelson: Elizabeth “Liz” Nelson graduat-

ed Cum Laude from Kansas State University-Polytechnic with a Bachelor of Science      de-

gree in Airport Management, Minor in Aviation Safety.  She served as President of           K-

State’s American Association of Airport Executives student chapter and earned her       pri-

vate pilot’s license.  Liz is currently pursuing an airport operations position in either Wichi-

ta or Kansas City.  She is   engaged to Ryan Thomas of Atchison.  The couple plans to wed 

September 16, 2017, at SPC. 

Leeanna Richardson, daughter of Stephen and Rehea Richardson: Leeanna graduated 

from the University of Kansas with a Bachelor of Science in Education – Elementary.      

Graduating with distinction she was 4 years on the honor roll. She was with the marching 

band 3 years. This August, she will begin her career as an Intermediate Intervention Teach-

er in Kansas City, Kansas. 

Kyle Andrew Ross,  grandson of Betty Ross:  Kyle has an older brother Ian, and younger 

sister Faith.  Kyle has been home schooled since 4th grade.  Kyle was a boy scout for 4 

years earning the rank of life scout.  He ran track and cross country throughout high 

school, and played baseball from kindergarten through 9th grade.  He has worked at Cul-

ver's for 4 years and currently is a Shift Leader.  Kyle took several classes at  JCCC this last 

year.  Kyle's     hobbies include playing guitar, rifle shooting and running in his free 

time.   Kyle will be       attending JCCC in the fall.  Kyle plans on becoming a general       

contractor.  

Lily and Sophie Tomasac ,  Mark & Pucka Tomasac’s twin daughters:  graduated from 

high School 



EARLY BIRD BIBLE STUDY 
No EB BS in June, July or August. 

MONTHLY LADIES PRAYER 
GROUP 

On the 3rd Wednesday of every month, 
SPC’s   ladies prayer group meets at               
11:30am at Le Peep off 79th & Quivira. 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 
NO Adult Sunday School  
Will reconvene in the fall.  

Contacting the office or Pastor Craig 

Please call the office at 913-631-6689 or  

email the office at office@shawneepres.org. 
  

Pastor Craig  can be reached at   
913-631-6689 Ext.11 

Or pastor@shawneepres.org.   
 

If you have a  
pastoral emergency, call   

Pastor Craig at    
918-346-0839. 

Shawnee Presbyterian Church 
Office Summer Hours  

Will be by  

appointment only.   

Pastor Craig will be in the office 
during the summer, please call 
before coming up to the church.  

Also, Meals on Wheels is at 
SPC daily if you need to drop 

something off. 

July Birthday’s 
Lois Carnaham—7/3 

Ken Chipman-7/4 

Wendy Nelson—7/5 

Reta Ousdahl—7/7 

Lisette Deffo—7/9 

Liz Gibson-7/9 

Robin snyder-7/10 

Russ Case—7/12 

Hayley Bridge-7/15 

Tamboue Deffo-7/18 

Par Staight-7/19 

Bill Richardson-7/20 

Joyce Allen-7/21 

Joan Jamieson-7/23 

Russell Keane-7/24 

Valerie Lewis-7/24 

Maxine Lewis-7/25 

Steve Stuart-7/25 

Joe Thimes7/28 

Dennis Sexton-7/29 

Ron Clond-7/29 

Mike Bridge-7/30 

Pauline Pansing-7/31 
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*Prayers for Kinsey Walters, who had her appendix removed.  Jean Watkins 
*Thanks for 51 years of marriage Anniversary 6/26/2016!!  Sue Chipman 
*A JOY for sons who come home to visit!! 
*Prayers for my sister Diane Thompson, her cancer is back.  Lori Button 
*Prayers for my best friend Debbie Burger, her cancer has returned.  Lori Button 
*Celebration for John and I will be married 55 years on June 30.  Beverly Randazzo 
*Prayers for the Valverde family, our neighbors, the father Bob Valverde, is in the 
end stage of CA hospice in with family at the home.  Beverly and John 
*Prayers for Lanny and Joan Bachtle, who both got sick on mission trip across the 
world.  Prayers for healing.  Lisa Bachtle 
*Employment and Health. Russell Keane 
*To be able to do what the city demands on my house.   
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