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The PresCryterian  
Giving of Ourselves and Caring for one another.  

Shawnee Presbyterian Church Worships, Learns, and  

Serves our needy world together. 

 
 

As this season comes each year, I am somehow surprised by the excited arguments over when 
to decorate for Christmas.  So many would be perfectly happy with the greenery being up all 

year long, but others have certain dates for this celebration to begin.  There is the position that 
the Christmas colors need to stay packed away until after Thanksgiving Day (or at least    

Thanksgiving Dinner) is complete.  I have heard some say that their home is decorated during 
the Thanksgiving Day Parade to help usher in Santa.  Some put up their tree on Christmas Eve 
and then intentionally celebrate the 12 Days of Christmas preparing for Epiphany Day and the 

fullness of the complete season.  So who is right? 

 

My Hope is that whatever your practice or reality in your preparation that you find the baby Jesus 
at the end of your journey.  Let us never lose focus or Hope for what may be and what is to 

come.  Still the Child comes. 

 

May this season bring Peace to you and your home.  This little baby we celebrate has come to 
bring Peace to all.  In a world of chaos globally and locally, we all reach out for this Peace.  

Reach out and embrace that you are known and loved by the one who comes as the Son of 
God.  This world rarely finds total Peace and quiet.  May you find Peace and share it with       

everyone you come in touch with. Still the Child comes. 

 

Joy is the overarching theme and opportunity for this season.  Being happy and joyful with     
decorating, sharing, and even sharing with one another the reason for our celebration are all 

easy ways to bring an uplifted heart to each day of Advent and Christmas.  We are reminded too 
there are those who have a hard time finding Joy during this time.  Many simply are too sad or 
grief stricken to even want to turn on the TV or radio for fear another irritating Christmas song 
may be playing.  Let us find Joy for ourselves and presence with those who hurt so that this   

season may bring comfort and Joy.  Still the Child comes. 

 

Loving one another during the days of celebration and festival is wonderful.  Receiving the Love 
from one another is a special element making the season most full.  Knowing the ultimate act of 
Love was being done for each one of us through God sharing Jesus to live with us as God on 

earth this is the amazing part of the season and celebration.  Still the Child comes. 

 

Then quietly the last candle is lit.  Excitedly the expected arrival of the season is acknowledged.  
The Christ Candle is lit and shared with all gathered showing us the light as it grows in our midst 

and as we promise once again to take this light of Christ out into the world needing Hope, 
Peace, Joy, Love and yes Christ.  Still the Child comes. 

 

In Ministry Together,  
 

Pastor Craig 

SUNDAY  
WORSHIP;  

Every Sunday  
at 10:30a.m.     

   
OFFICE HOURS;  

M-Th  
9am-12:30pm;   
Pastor Craig is 

available  
throughout  

the day. 
 

CHURCH STAFF;    
Rev. Craig R. Gibson, 
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Rob Mance,  

Choir Director;  
Vonda Norman,  
Adm. Assistant 

 

The next issue of 

the  

PresCryterian 

will be  

published on  

Monday,  

December 23rd 

 Please  submit 

your materials by  

Wednesday, 

12/18 no later 

than 8:00am 

for inclusion in the 

next  

PresCryterian. 



Shawnee Presbyterian Church—2019 Holiday Schedule 
 

December 1-15 - HUGS & Gift Card Tree – All donations given to Nieman Elementary School 

     HUGS – Hats, Underwear, Gloves, and Socks 
    Gift Cards – suggested value is $25 from grocery, Walmart,  
    Target any place to help a family put together their holiday with   
     young children in their home. 

 

Sunday, December 1 at 10:30 a.m.—  1
st

 Sunday of Advent 
 

Sunday, December 8 at 10:30 a.m.—2
nd

 Sunday of Advent 
 

Sunday, December 15 at 10:30 a.m.— 3rd
 Sunday of Advent  

 

Saturday, December 21 at 6:30 p.m.—  Longest Night Service/Blue Christmas  
This service is for anyone who is having a challenge finding Joy during 
this holiday season.  Those who gather for this service walk the journey 
of sorrow and pain and by gathering together recognize that none of us 
walk these journeys alone.  Even on the longest night of the year we find 

the Christ who comes to and for us. 
 

Sunday, December 22 at 10:30 a.m.—  
4

th
 Sunday of Advent 

 

Tuesday, December 24 at 6:30 p.m.— 
Christmas Eve Candlelight/Communion 

Service  

HUGS Tree & Gift Card Tree  

for Nieman Families 

Due by Sunday, Dec. 15th 
H.U.G.S and Gift Card Tree.  There will be a 

Christmas Tree set up just inside the front doors of the 

church.  We will be collecting H.U.G.S (Hats,            

Underwear, Gloves, and Socks) and GIFT CARDS for 

those in need at Nieman Elementary School.  Please 

make your contributions to this tree by hanging your gift on or near the tree, placing 

them in the offering plate, or delivering them to the church office.  The GIFT CARDS 

should be $10 or $25 to stores such as Walmart, Target, Hy-Vee, or Price         

Chopper.  If you would like to donate to this tree by cash or check (checks made out 

to SPC) please clearly mark your gift for this purpose and place it in the offering 

plate.  Nieman’s Social Worker will collect the items donated and deliver them to the 

families needing these items before school lets out for Christmas.                              

All gifts for this tree must be at the church Sunday, December 15                                                       

as they will be taken to the school on Monday December 16.   



Food When We’re Fed 
is a time to remind ourselves to bring food for others 

every time we gather for communion.  To make this 
even easier, communion is now shared the  
first Sunday of every month.  The next  

Food When We’re Fed will be  

Sunday, December 1st 
Let’s take this opportunity to make a  

                  Senior Adult Luncheon   

                   Tuesday, December 3rd 
 

Senior Adult Luncheon (SAG) will be held the first Tuesday of the month in 

the Fellowship Hall.  11:00 am—Program; Noon—LUNCH! 

Every December we encourage you to bring a wrapped 

gift for a boy or a girl.  These presents are shared with 

families to help  

provide gifts for Christmas.  THANK YOU!! 

Please bring your  favorite side dish or dessert.  

Thank you! 

POINSETTIA ORDER FORMS  
DUE ON SUNDAY, DECEMBER 1ST 

It’s time to begin preparations for the Christmas decorations at 
Shawnee Presbyterian.  If you would like to purchase a poinsettia or 

two to help decorate our church, please pick up an order form on 
Sunday, December 1st during worship (in bulletins). Please complete 
the form and return it to the church office with a payment for $10.00 
for each plant or drop in the offering plate on Sundays along with 

your check. Be sure you put poinsettia on your memo line. You may 
take your plants home after the Christmas Eve service.  

All orders DUE by Sunday, December 1st.  Questions, please call 
Karen Swisher 913-777-9477. 
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Hand Bell Rehearsal:   
Wednesdays at 5:45pm-6:45pm 

  

Choir Rehearsal:   
Sundays at 10:00 a.m. 
ALL are WELCOME!! 

Food When We are Fed Donations  

for November were 66 lbs. 

Thank you for your Food  

Donations through  

“Food When We are Fed”.   

Thank you Avery Norman, for weighing  and  
taking the donations to Shawnee Services. 

Noisy Offering 

Thank you for your making a change 

with your coin donations for the Noisy 

Offering.   

October Donations totaled $155.27 

November Donations totaled $40.00. 

“HANDS-ON, SITTING-DOWN” - WEDNESDAY,  DECEMBER 11TH 
Have you thought about trying the “Hands-on,  

Sitting-down” group?  If you want to become better             
acquainted with each other while working on projects to 

help others, this is the perfect opportunity.  We do 
‘hands-on’  mission projects that can be done while   

‘sitting-down’ the second Wednesday of each month.  
Our next meeting is 10:00 to 12:00 on  

Wednesday, December 11th, in the SPC Narthex.    
This month we will be making Lunches for Crosslines. 

If you have questions or suggestions for mission projects, please contact 
Maxine Lewis (maxlewis2@yahoo.com or 913-219-6652).    

HAVE YOU TURNED IN YOUR PLEDGE 
CARD FOR 2020? 

If you have not turned in your  

pledge card it is not too late.   

Finance Committee has already begun 
work to create the budget for 2020 and 
need your pledge to have a better idea 
of what funds they have to work with.  
Pledge cards can be turned into the   

office, put in the offering plate, or    
handed to an usher.  Thank you! 

mailto:maxlewis2@yahoo.com


Shawnee Presbyterian Prayer Group—
November 2019 

“When you find you have time on your 
hands, put them together and pray.” 

 

Dick & Mary Whitehouse—Their daughter, 

Robyn is fighting cancer again. 

Rehea Richardson—Has been feeling bad. 

Pauline Pansing—Age related problems. 

Bev Deckard’s son—Has MRSA. 

Jackie Rozine—Not doing well. 

Betty Wilkinson—Fell & broke her leg & arm. 

Peggy Stanley—Age related problems. 

Jean Heatwole—Age related problems. 

Ruth Jones—Health issues. 

Ronald Davidson—Suffers with depression. 

John & Beverly Randazzo—Health issue. 

Dorothy Morris—Health issues. 

Maxine Lewis—Recovering and back to 

church. 

Dorothy Sexton Family—Passing of Dorothy. 

Vernie Newton—Surgery on leg. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nursing Home & Retirement Residents 

Russ & Lois Case 
Elaine Entrikin 

Pauline Pansing 
Beth Riner 
Ruth Jones 

Jackie Rozine 
 

Special Needs & Prayers 
Our Church & Pastor. 

Children who need food & caring. 
Soldiers & their families. 

Families who need our prayers unasked. 

Families of children affected by shooting. 

LADIES PRAYER GROUP   

NEXT MEETING 

WED., DECEMBER 18TH AT 11:30AM 

If you have not joined us, the Prayer Group  

is meeting the  

3rd Wednesday of each month at 11:30 am.  

Pegah’s  12122 W. 87th Street  Shawnee, KS  

We eat, talk, and go over who is in need of prayers and 

cards.  The 16+ women who attend regularly, will  

welcome you warmly.  Hope to see you too!   
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21ST AT 6:30 P.M.; 

 LONGEST NIGHT SERVICE” ALSO KNOWN AS BLUE CHRISTMAS 

This celebration is placed on or near December 21st the winter solstice, which    

is the longest night of the year. Following this date, daylight seems to be returning for 

more and more of each day. On this night we invite those for whom the holidays are  

not joyful;  are lonely, in mourning, feeling alienated and cast apart from family           

celebrations; those who are experiencing      

depression and sadness and yet are often       

compelled to "put on a happy face" for others, 

denying their true feelings.  If any of this rings a 

bell or sounds all to true then this service is for 

you.  Come let us recognize our  

Blue Christmas. 

‘Noisy Offering’ Sunday, December 22nd 
Bring your loose change this Sunday and help make this the noisiest offering of the year.  The   

children will be passing decorated cans to collect change from people who want to give. It will be 
added to the ‘Love Funds’ SPC established at Shawnee Mission Northwest High School and    

Hocker Grove Middle School. If you would like to support the ‘Love Funds’ but will not be at church 
on Sunday, you can still make ‘noise’ by adding to the ‘love fund’ jar in the office.   
We would like to encourage you to put in a few extra coins if you can.  We have received 

many ‘thank you’ notes from Hocker Grove and        
Northwest.  This is part of a note we received in August 

several years ago from the social worker at Hocker 
Grove:   

“we have had lots of requests for help.  This time of 

year there are always many families who cannot afford the 

various fees that are required when school starts. 

We will be using up the ‘funds’ by the end of the 

week, and will look forward to the check for November, as I 

am sure it will be needed, as well!  Thank you again for sup-

porting the families at Hocker Grove.  I just wish you could 

hear the relief in the parents’ voices when I make that call to 

say “’the love fund’ can help”.   
Thank you, the Mission Committee 



Christmas Eve Service  

and Communion 
will be held on Tues,, Dec. 24th        

beginning at 6:30pm.   

This Christmas Eve Candlelight           

Communion service will be a 

wonderful way to celebrate the 

birth of Christ our King!   Please 

come and  enjoy Jesus’s birth 

through music and ministry. 

5TH SUNDAY GIVING;  CHRISTMAS JOY 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 29TH 

5th Sunday giving in December to Christmas 

Joy    denominational offering which helps      

ministers in the Presbytery with things such as 

$1000 for minister's kids going to college,      

college student loan          

assistance, and also for     

retired ministers that for ex-

tenuating circumstances 

have a shortage in covering 

needs with their pensions. 

Pastor Craig indicated that 

his family has been the      

recipient of the college 

amount.  The monies for 

Christmas Joy should be put in the offering 

plate designated for "Christmas Joy". 

OCTOBER 2019 INTERIM RESULTS 

 

Please contact Chris Nelson, Finance Committee Chair, at (913) 602-4235 or  
christopher.nelson@sbcglobal.net if you have any questions/concerns about any  

of the information contained in this report. 

  October Year to Date Budget YTD Compared to Budget 

Total Receipts $  14,166 $  138,190 $   123,400 $  14,790 

Total Expenses 12,085 132,335 147,408   15,073 

Receipts Less Expenses 2,081 5,855 -24,008 29,863 

mailto:christopher.nelson@sbcglobal.net


Visitors:  

11/10— Dave Burnette 

11/17— John Cramer 

 
 
 

Adult  
Sunday 
School  

Adult Sunday 
school will meet 

weekly on Sundays 
at 9:00 a.m.  
in the Parlor. 

Youth Sunday 
School  

Youth Sunday school 
will meet weekly on  
Sundays after the 

Time with the Young 
Disciples  

(@ 10:45 a.m.)  
in the Red Room  

upstairs. 

UPCOMING GREETERS            UPCOMING LITURGISTS – THANK YOU!  
12/1—Walters Family       12/1—Cindy Meeker 
12/8—Pat Schroder       12/8—Kent Auf Der Heide 
12/15 –Joe Thimes       12/15— Tim Gibson 
12/22—Karleen Novak     12/22—Donna Wernes 
          12/24—Marge Clark 
12/29—Marge Clark       12/29—Chris Selby 
1/5—Andrea Osborn  

Early Bird Bible Study   
December 10, 17 

Early Bird Bible Study will meet weekly on 
Tuesdays, with the exception of the  

First Tuesday of each month, at 9:00 a.m. 
in the Parlor. 

December 

Birthdays 

12/5—Gretchen Gibson 

12/5—Larry Meeker 

12/8—Jerry Thomas 

12/11—Karen Swisher 

12/11—Mariah Newton 

12/18– Pat Schroder 

12/18—Peggy Stanley 

12/19—Laura Newton 

12/25 –Happy Birthday Jesus! 

12/28—Marvin Allen 

12/31—Adele Stuart 

 
Shawnee Presbyterian Church Office Hours 

are Mon.-Thurs. 9 a.m.—12:30 p.m. 
 Pastor Craig is available  

throughout the day. 
Pastor Craig can be reached at   

913-631-6689 Ext.11 OR  
pastor@shawneepres.org.   

If you have a pastoral emergency, call   
Pastor Craig at 918-346-0839. 

Please call the office at 913-631-6689 or  
email the office at  

office@shawneepres.org. 
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The PresCryterian is published once a month on the 4th Wednesday. The deadline for articles is 9:00 am on Monday the week of     
publication. You can submit your article via e-mail, office@shawneepres.org, or place it in the folder on the office door.   
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*Prayers for my son-in-law, Jerry Hodges, who is in the hospital again with repeated intestinal infections and battling cancer and 
stroke issues.  Judy Allen 
*Prayers for my friend Joyce Whitehead, who has liver cancer.  Linda Hague 
*Prayers for my friend Rudy Rivera, whose cancer has spread to the lungs with no hope for recovery.  Linda Hague 
*Prayers for Matt Deckard, who is still having issues with his other leg.  Jackie Rozine 
Celebration for Brooke and Amber Illum.  Both made it to State in gymnastics.  Brooke took first on bars, floor and 1st in all around 
in State!  So proud of these girls as it has not been an easy season with losing their mom, Kris Illum in May.  Lisa Bachtle 
*Prayers  for Lisa Bachtle, who reinjured her right knee.  A partial ACL tear and have torn meniscus.  Operation on 12/12  to repair.  
I am down 60 lbs and NOT giving up on my fitness dreams.  Lisa Bachtle 
*Prayers for the Sexton family who have lost Dorothy who was a beloved mother, grandmother, and friend.  Dorothy will be greatly 
missed.  Bev Deckard and Jackie Rozine 
*Prayers for my brother Donald, who had hernia surgery to complete the repair that was attempted back in April.  This is not com-
pletely unexpected.  The Dr.’s said it would need to be done in 6-12 months after the original surgery.  Donna Wernes 
*Praying for my family as my mother’s sister Rachel and her family in CA are mourning the loss of my Uncle Donald.  Donna Wer-
nes 
*Prayers for my cousin, Mary Jane, and her family.  Her daughter-in-law has been diagnosed with Stage 1 breast cancer.  Mary 
Jane’s son and daughter-in-law live in Chile with their two children.  Donna Wernes  
*Prayers for my friend Mary Jo, as she leaves this world and journeys to God’s warm embrace.  She is in her final days with brain 
cancer.  Marge Clark 
*Prayers for Diana, who is in the  end stages of cancer.  Brooke 
*Prayers for  myself as my younger sister, Janeth Kene passes away under Hospice care on 11/23.  Jackie Rozine 
*Prayers for Roger Cline, who has taken care of his wife who passed away, Beverly for 10 yrs.  Lets pray for Roger & all FT caregiv-
ers.  Dev Deckard 
*Prayers for the Chad  Conley who survives his parents.  Mike passed in July and Sharon passed away in November.  Jean W.  

Prayers and Celebrations 
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