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O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
I just love the Advent season as we prepare ourselves for the
coming of the Christ. As most of us know, this time of Advent
often seems much more focused on preparing for Christmas and
the fancy meals and gift giving. Still, there is that pattern of
watching each candle being lit in the wreath at the front of the
sanctuary as we eagerly await the last candle, the Christ candle
to be lit at Christmas.
The music and hymns are always so beautiful. Why don’t we sing
these more often? We know that this is part of what adds to the
anticipation and preparation for the big day. Have you ever
noticed the sound of so many of the Advent songs and hymns?
They often seem to be in odd keys with strange melodies. We may
not notice this as much with the songs we know so well, but when
someone introduces a new hymn (or new to us) there seems to be
an awkwardness in the sound and pattern to the song. Once we
begin our Christmas hymns and songs this quickly goes away
with familiar joyous tunes and words that stick with us
throughout the day and week.
I invite you this year to allow the music to speak to you as each of
us prepare for Christmas. May we find our place in the awkward
sounds and life leading us toward the celebration of the coming of
the Christ. The coming of the Christ Child. The King of Kings,
Lord of Lords, Savior of the World born outside on a cold night,
wrapped in swaddling clothes, and laid in a manger. Yes, this is a
little strange and awkward that such a perfect gift would come in
what seems such an imperfect way and time.
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.
Happy Advent, Pastor Craig

Senior Adult Luncheon
Tuesday, December 2nd

SAG Luncheon will be on Tuesday, December 2nd. Please bring a gift for a boy or girl. The gifts will
be taken to Shawnee Services as Christmas gifts for the children. With your gift, please identify if it
is for a boy or a girl, and the appropriate age for the receiver. Thank you!

Come join your friends for amazing food, & friendship!
10:30am—Blood Pressure taken
11am—Entertainment
*Noon = Lunch is served!!!

FUNDRAISING AT CHIPOTLE!!!
SPP invites you to have dinner at Chipotle 11513 95th Street (in front of Sam’s Club)
Wednesday, December 3rd between 4:00pm-8:00pm.
Chipotle will give SPP 50% of the proceeds back to the Preschool!!
Look for a flier as the date approaches.
Questions, please ask Barb Horner.

SAVE-THE-DATE; Breakfast for Dinner with Santa

December 5, 2014; 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Join us for Breakfast for dinner with Santa. It is always a fun family
event. There will be Chris Cakes pancakes, Christmas crafts for the kids
and of course, the “Man of the Hour”, Santa himself.
Watch for more information and the forms to preregister. Invite your kids, grandkids, neighbors, whoever.
All are welcome!

SPC’s Annual Holiday Shop is scheduled for
Saturday, December 6th; 10 am-4 pm
It's a great place to shop with vendors like Silpada, Pampered Chef, Avon, Origami Owl, Tastefully Simple, Mary Kay and others. Watch for a complete list of
vendors and the opportunity to help. We will also once again have our wonderful
Tea Room where shoppers can sit and visit with friends. Mark your calendars
now and don't miss out. If you have any questions
contact Nancy Auf Der Heide at nancy_adh@hotmail or 484-9872.

Food When We’re Fed
Food When We’re Fed will be a time to remind ourselves to bring food for others
every time we gather for communion. To make this even easier communion is now
shared the first Sunday of every month.
The next Food When We’re Fed will be December 7th. Let’s take this opportunity to
make a difference in the world around us.
Since beginning this program, SPC has donated the following amount of food
(in pounds) to Shawnee Services:
August—50 lbs.; September—144 lbs.; October—166lbs.;
November—285lbs.
Way to go SPC family!!
In Ministry Together, Pastor Craig

CROSS-LINES VOLUNTEER LUNCHEON
The CROSS-LINES Christmas Store will be open to approximately 550 families December 1st
– 5th. We will be responsible for the lunch for the 65 volunteers who work at the store on December 4th. Again, they have requested that we bring our famous hot chicken casserole. If you
can help, please sign up on the sign-up sheet that is on the mission bulletin board. We need 6
casseroles, 6 dozen rolls, green salad, and help on the purchase of pies and ingredients for
the casseroles. Martha Cunningham and I will again make all the casseroles. The Christmas
Store this year is located at 1021 Pacific Ave in KCK.
Gwen Boyd

Three Gifts,
One Christ
This will be the theme for our Advent
Sunday School class taught by Pastor
Craig. The book by the same name is
available in the church office. This special class will meet November 30 through
December 21 from 9:00 to 10:00am.
What a wonderful way to prepare for the
coming of the Christ Child while studying
together. This book does provide some
background material and questions to
consider for each chapter to help us prepare for our lesson time together.

Sunday, December 14
SPC will have their Christmas
Cantata on Sunday, December 14
beginning at 10:30am. The Cantata
will replace the Sunday worship.
Come and enjoy the Chancel Choir,
the Bells, and the wonderful music.

JoCo IHN is Excited to Announce
a Holiday Community Shopping Event
Sunday, December 21, 12PM-4PM
at Ten Thousand Villages,
7947 Santa Fe Dr., Overland Park, KS.
Ten Thousand Villages will donate 15 % of net
sales on Sunday, December 21, 12-4PM to IHN.
You can help make this event a success for
IHN.
Be sure to tell neighbors, friends and family,
too.
All are welcome.

‘Noisy Offering’ This Sunday
Sunday, November 30th
Bring your loose change THIS Sunday and make this the noisiest offering of the year! The children
will be passing decorated cans to collect change from people who want to give. It will be added to the
‘Love Funds’ SPC established at Shawnee Mission Northwest High School and Hocker Grove Middle
School.
Mission Committee

‘Love Funds’ Helping neighborhood Children
Everyday students in our neighborhood go home to empty cupboards. Families lose an income
but for some reason do not qualify for reduced or free school lunches. Students are embarrassed
and say they are not hungry when they do not have money for lunch, but ask a counselor or teacher for something to eat.
After contacting several neighborhood schools, the mission committee decided to use the “Noisy
Offering” to provide “Love Funds” at Shawnee Mission Northwest High School and Hocker Grove
Middle School. Counselors, nurses, and teachers requests aid for a student and a committee reviews the request. SPC is not involved in the selection nor knows who receives the funds.
These funds have been used to buy lunches, provide fabric for a sewing project, purchase swimming suits for a required physical education class, and pay for ID cards, special class fees, and
textbook rentals. Each month we receive notes from students and families thanking us for the
‘Love’.
Mission Committee

“Hands-on,

Sitting-down”; Wednesday, December 10
Our next meeting will be 10 am to noon on

Wednesday, December 10, in the SPC parlor.
If you want to become better acquainted with each other while working on projects to help others, this is the perfect opportunity. We do ‘hands-on’ mission
projects that can be done while ‘sitting-down’. Mission Committee

THANK YOU TO OUR WORK DAY PARTICIPANTS!
Saturday, November 15th, 22 of our congregation stepped forward to help wipe down
and oil most of the wood in the Sanctuary, update the lighting in the Fellowship Hall, lots of polishing of the Memorial Plaque, and some touch up painting in the kitchen. The church looks so
much better! The best part of our morning together was the fellowship and relationship building
as we got a chance to stop and get to know one another a little better. We still have several
more projects we can take on so watch for another day of fun and fellowship to come.
Pastor Craig

Update on Thwake Village Connection
Progress has been made in Thwake, Kenya this past year and a half, thanks to the support of Presbyterian Churches in the Heartland Presbytery, with Shawnee Presbyterian being one of them. A major
accomplishment has been the construction of a church building and the opening of Thwake Presbyterian Church.
It was commissioned August 10th, 2014 when a group from Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church of
Overland Park went to Thwake on a Mission Trip. There was a celebration program Sat. evening that
over 300 village people attended.
The first church service was held the next morning with Dr. Rev. David Nzioka leading the service.
About 100 people are attending Sunday services and Sunday school classes for kids have had 55-65
attending.
The orphanage is presently under construction. The foundation, walls and roofing are completed. The
windows and doors have been ordered and will be next to go in, then plastering of the walls will be
done. Once the building is completed it will need to have furnishings. It will house 12 orphan girls with
2 women to take care of them. It is situated next to the church, the health clinic and the schools, so is
in a good location to meet their needs. SPC donated $1000 this past year to help build the
orphanage.

Dorothy Sexton’s 90th Birthday Celebration
Dorothy’s family would like to invite the SPC family to celebrate
her 90th Birthday!
The celebration will be after church on Sunday, December 21st (11:30am).
The family will be providing the meat. If you plan to attend, please bring a
side dish. Questions….please contact Dennis Clark.

12/01—Daniel Meyers
12/05—Larry Meeker
12/05—Gretchen Gibson
12/08—Jerry Thomas
12/09—Annie Auf Der Heide
12/11—Karen Swisher
12/18—Peggy Stanley

12/18—Pat Schroder
12/22—Dorothy Sexton
12/25—Virginia Ebberts
12/28—Marvin Allen
12/30 – Blanche Yeater
12/31—Adele Stuart

Sunday, December 28th ; Hymn Fest
Come enjoy the Hymn Fest on
Sunday, December 28th during the Worship Service.
Since the Gibson family will be vacationing,
nothing is better than song.

10/26
Kaelea Hix
Madylen Hix
Kim Hockman
Gary Coffin
Ron Pellum
Mindy & Marley McGowan
Rusmus Jorgensen
Scott & Jessica Mitchell

10/26 cont…
Henrick Jorgensen
Karen Jorgensen
John & Juanita Rothaus
James Payne
11/16
Jim Thompson
11/23
Leah, Eric, Aya & Mila McPeak
Jessica & Dawson
Kim Hockman
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ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL

Office hours will be
Monday—Thursday
9:00am—12:30pm
As always, please contact the office at
913-631-6689 or email
office@shawneepres.org, or
pastor@shawneepres.org.
If you have a pastoral emergency,
call Pastor Craig at 918-346-0839.

Adult Sunday School is every
Sunday at 9:00am in the
Fellowship Hall.

YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL
Children’s Sunday school will be
held the 2nd Sunday of the month
during the church services.

SPC’s Christmas Eve Service
SPC’s Christmas Eve Service will be held on
Wednesday, December 24th beginning at 7pm.

Rob Mance has several AMAZING MUSICIANS coming to play. The music will begin at 6:45pm. Please
come and enjoy Jesus’s birth through music and
ministry.

Recycle Cell Phones, Eye Glasses,
and Printer Cartridges
There are containers under the Mission Table to
collect used cell phones, eyeglasses, and printer
cartridges.
Aluminum cans are recycled.
in the container outside the parlor.

EARLY BIRD BIBLE STUDY
Early Bird Bible Study meets on
Tuesdays at 9:00am in the Parlor.

MONTHLY LADIES PRAYER
GROUP

On the 3rd Wednesday of every
month, SPC’s ladies prayer group
meets at 11:30am at Le Peep off
79th & Quivira.
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The PresCryterian is published once a month on the 4th Wednesday. The deadline for articles is 9:00 am on Monday the week of publication. You can submit your article via e-mail, office@shawneepres.org, fax, 913-631-6729, or place it in the folder on the office door.

The PresCryterian
Shawnee Presbyterian Church
6837 Nieman Road
Shawnee, KS 66203
913-631-6689
www.shawneepres.org

*Thank you to the SPC family for helping my mother, Fern Coffin, celebrate her birthday. Katherine Fordyce
*Prayers for Chris McGill, my son Todd’s brother-in-law, who is undergoing Leukemia treatments. Carol Howe
*Prayers for healing for Joyce Allen, who under went a procedure and is recovering. Marv Allen
*Joy & Celebration for out twin grandchildren who arrived and are in the NICU. They are darling! Carl & Marge Clark
*Joy & Celebration for my son, Pedro, and new daughter-in-law Juliana who were married. Tom Miller
*Celebration for Ryan & Layne Whitehouse, who are expecting to double the size of their family in May. Dick & Mary
Whitehouse.
*Prayers for Kinsey’s sister’s husband, who is in the hospital again with a serious post-operative infection. The infection is being resistant to the antibiotics. Prayers for his young family. The Walters Family.
*Prayers for out neighbor, Pat Lynch, who is having hip surgery soon. Jackie & John Rozine
*Prayers for Donita Wernes and her family. Donita’s sister, Margaret (Peggy) passed away in Georgia on Friday, November 21st. Donna Wernes
*Prayers for my uncle Tom Schwartz, as he recovers from knee replacement surgery. Chris Nelson
*God Bless the town & people of Buffalo, NY as they recover from the epic snowfall. Dale Craft
*Employment & Health.

