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Just Vote
How you vote is not my concern, but that you vote is. Even if this election was not as heated and
challenged my request would be the same. Just Vote.

Your vote matters in determining our leadership for today and tomorrow. For anyone to say that their
vote doesn’t mean much, but then share their frustration or descent in matters of community and
government makes little sense. Your vote matters to me. While you and I may disagree on political or
community issues our votes cast give each of us a stable starting place as each of us has expressed our
position publicly to find if we stand in the majority of the people in our community around us.
There have been numerous Presbyterians involved in political movements and political offices. To stop
and attempt to name each one would be impossible. Let me share one such example, Rev. John
Witherspoon was a Scottish American Presbyterian who helped found American College which later
become Princeton University where he served as president of the school. Rev. Witherspoon was
involved in the community and political arena where he ultimately was the only clergy to sign the
Declaration of Independence. This does not make him any more important, but should give each of us
an example or model to follow allowing us not only to live faithfully, but also to live responsibly affecting
the world around us each day.
Your individual vote not only involves you in a process of bringing likeminded people together, but also
gives validity to your position on elected official(s) and regulated policies. I have never heard of a
unanimous vote for or against a person or policy when lifted for a public vote. Interestingly, we are
surprised when a vote in the church is not unanimous in its result. Why is it that we want to be a part of
decision making especially when we all agree on what the outcome should be? I know of a large
Presbyterian church that extended a call to their new pastor following the congregational vote which
showed over 30% of the congregation disagreeing. The new pastor opened their first sermon
acknowledging the split vote and encourage the congregation to be cautious if a unanimous vote took
place in their church in the future as quite possibly someone was not being heard or
unwilling to speak up.
All of this said I again repeat “GO VOTE!” No one has to know how you voted. You may well think you
know how I voted in the current election (yes, my vote has been cast), but if you assume a straight ticket
you would be incorrect. My request and greatest comfort would be to know that my family and my
congregation exercised this privilege and right to help make important decisions on such a grand scale.
Now back to where we started, how will you respond if I ask you did you vote. How wonderful our
discussion will be knowing that each of us helped our nation decide difficult decisions. How wonderful
our fellowship in knowing that each one of us stepped forward even if we find our position being in the
minority. I’m glad Rev Witherspoon stepped forward and help create the founding of our nation. Others
didn’t step forward and we will never know their names or reasons for inaction.
Now GO VOTE! Make a difference. Let the Children of God be heard.
In Ministry Together , Pastor Craig

Join us for our WEEKLY WORSHIP SERVICE
three (3) different ways:
1) We are OPEN for in-person worship at 10:30 a.m..
View guidelines below.
2) Watch LIVE through Facebook at:
https://www.facebook.com/Shawnee-PresbyterianChurch-PCUSA-102224526487292/
3) Watch worship any time after Sunday’s service on our website at:
4) http://www.shawneepres.org or http://www.shawneepres.org/past_services.html
If you miss the 10:30am Sunday online church service or you would like to watch it
again or share it with a friend, you have the capability to watch it over, and over again
(through Facebook or through our website http://www.shawneepres.org/past_services.html).
Worship services through www.shawneepres.org should be up by
Monday morning where watching on FB is immediate.
**All links can be found on Shawnee Presbyterians Church’s
website: www.shawneepres.org.**

In-Person Worship/entering the church:
When we worship together, here is how it will work and what will be required:
**When you enter through the FRONT DOORS of the building you will need to be wearing a mask
the entire time you are in the building.
**Please bring your own mask, but if you forget, we will have one available for you.
*Extra masks as needed and hand sanitizer will be available in the Narthex.
**You will need to have your temperature taken at the door.
**When cleared to enter, please go directly to your seat in the sanctuary.
**Worship will begin promptly at 10:30.
**Feel free to sing or speak together, but always wear your mask and be socially distanced.
**There will be no physical contact shared between one another. This means no hugs or handshakes.
**The offering will be collected in a large basket in the Narthex, removing the need to pass plates during worship.
** When the worship service is over, an usher will dismiss us row by row.
**Please exit the church building. Any conversation needs to be done outside
on the sidewalk or parking lot while social distancing.
** There will be no physical contact shared between one another. This means no hugs or handshakes.
**Communion will be picked up by individuals on their way into worship.
They are prepackaged with both bread and juice.
**Food When We are Fed donations can be placed in the wagon as you enter the church.
**Even with these restrictions it will be wonderful to see everyone again.

Food When We’re Fed
is a time to remind ourselves to bring food for
others every time we gather for
communion. Communion is now shared the first
Sunday of every month.
The next Food When We’re Fed will be

Sunday, November 1st.
Please bring non-perishable foods.
Let’s take this opportunity to make a difference in the world around us.
**Food brought in will be dropped in the wagon by the donor before entering the sanctuary.**

Food When We are Fed Donations
Thank you for your generous donations for October.
We collected 71.5 lbs. Wow!!
Thank you to Nancy Auf Der Heide’s Beta Sigma Phi Chapter
for donating over 50 lbs of food for our
“Food When We are Fed”.
Thank you Avery Norman, for weighing and taking the
donations to Shawnee Services.

FINANCIAL UPDATE – SEPTEMBER 2020 INTERIM RESULTS
Total Receipts
Total Expenses

Receipts Less Expenses
1

September

Year to
Date

Budget YTD

Compared to Budget

$ 8,509

$ 137,1181

$ 115,404

$ 21,714

9,946

113,117

128,268

15,151

-1,437

24,001

-12,864

36,865

Year to Date receipts include $14,900 in Paycheck Protection Program loan funds obtained
from the U.S. Small Business Administration as a part of the CARES Act. Session
expects that these funds will be 100 percent forgiven as they have been used for appropriate
purposes per program requirements.
Please contact Chris Nelson, Finance Committee Chair, at (913) 602-4235 or
christopher.nelson@sbcglobal.net if you have any questions/concerns
about any of the information contained in this report.

Answers to Trivia Week 21
1) How much did Americans spend on Halloween in
2019?
C. $2.6 billion
2) When was Trick or Treat for UNICEF
founded? A. 1950
3) Which actor played Dr. Frank-N-Furter in
“The Rocky Horror Picture Show”?
D. Tim Curry
4) What was the first individually wrapped penny
candy? C. Tootsie Rolls
5) What was Bram Stoker’s original name for
Dracula? A. Count Wampyr

Trivia
Week 22
1) What percent of a pumpkin is water?
A) 30%
B) 70%
C) 50%
D) 90%

We’re excited to announce that
our Shawnee Presbyterian
Bell Choir will be ringing
for our service next
Sunday, November 1st!
We’ve been working on several
new pieces and will be playing
every other week or so, with
more in Advent, and especially
Christmas Eve. If you’d like to
join us, even temporarily, we
still have a table available.
Rehearsals are on
Wednesday nights,
7:00 - 8:00.
We look forward to praising
God with our ringing

2) The word “pumpkin” showed up for the first
time in what fairy tale?
A) The Snow Queen
B) Cinderella
C) Hansel and Gretel
D) The Gigantic Turnip
3) Jack Pumpkinhead is a character from which
well-known book
series?
A) Harry Potter
B) Goosebumps
C) Nightmare Before Christmas
D) The Oz Series
4) How many calories does a “grande-sized”
Starbuck’s “Pumpkin Spice Latte” have?
A) 380 calories
B) 825 calories
C) 1,300 calories
D) 230 calories
5) What was unusual about Spookley the
Pumpkin?
A) He was purple
B) He was square
C) He had no stem
D) He was black

Shawnee Presbyterian Church
Office Hours are
Mon.-Thurs. 9 a.m.—12:30 p.m.
Pastor Craig is available
throughout the day.
Pastor Craig can be reached at
913-631-6689 Ext.11 OR
pastor@shawneepres.org.
If you have a pastoral
emergency, call
Pastor Craig at 918-346-0839.
Please call the office at 913-631-6689
or email the office at
office
@shawneepres.org.

November Birthdays

“Snow Technicians” Needed

Planning ahead for snowfall, we have
contracted for the parking lot to be
plowed when there is an
accumulation of 2” of snow. The
pattern will be similar to last year.
All of the north lot to the garage
will be plowed and a driving lane to
the 69th St exit.
To address the sidewalks I’m
looking for a few
“snow technicians”
to clear the sidewalks.
If you are so inclined, please
contact Jack Watkins. While the
pay is nonexistent, the exercise
benefit is rewarding!!
We do have an electric start
snow blower and shovels to fit most
hands! Please contact Jack Watkins
at 913-484-7513.

11/3—Rehea Richardson
11/4—Kent Auf Der Heide
11/4—Lynn Woodworth
11/5- Nancy Martin
11/10—Bill Arndt
11/14—Molly Bridge
11/14—Barb Horner
11/19—Bev Deckard
11/22—Samuel Mensah
11/23—Brooke Meyers
11/24—Miranda Gibson
11/25—Mary Whitehouse
11/26—Beth Riner
11/29—Irene Remy

NOISY OFFERING—SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 22ND
Seven months have passed since our last Noisy Offering!!
Bring your loose change on Sunday, November 22nd and help
make this the noisiest offering of the year. You will drop your Noisy
Offering in a container before you enter the sanctuary.
It will be added to the ‘Love Funds’ SPC established at Shawnee Mission Northwest
High School and Hocker Grove Middle School. If you would like to support the ‘Love
Funds’ but will not be at church on Sunday, you can still make ‘noise’ by adding to the
‘love fund’ jar in the office.
We would like to encourage you to put in a few extra coins if you can.
Thank you, the Mission Committee

Stewardship 2021 Kick-Off—Sunday, Nov. 15th
Shawnee Presbyterian Church’s Stewardship Drive will begin
Sunday, November 15 with the distribution of our traditional Pastor Letter and pledge cards.
Many of our families will receive this information via email with others
receiving theirs by physical letter. We are going to try something a
little different this year making it possible to submit
your pledge via email at office@shawneepres.org.
Our Session is stressing the importance of everyone turning in a pledge
card this year. This information will provide a realistic estimate of
revenue needed in preparation for the 2021 budget.

Our dedication of our 2021 pledges will take place during our worship
service on Sunday, November 29.
Please address any questions to Chris Nelson, Chair of Finance Committee
Christopher.nelson@sbcglobal.com or Vonda Norman at (913) 631-6689 or office@shawneepres.org.

Church Attendance

Carolyn Cassity

One of the biggest questions around our
congregation as we have begun to have in
person worship as well as our online presence is
“Who is gathering for worship in the
sanctuary?” The Facebook camera is doing a
great job at capturing the worship service, but
does not show at all who is present. Here is a list
of who has been able to worship together in the
sanctuary. Please do not hear this as
encouragement to worship in person until you feel
safe doing so. If you are worshiping with us
through Facebook please remember to comment
and greet one another to help us keep track of
our Facebook attendance as well.
October 25

Tim Gibson

Kent Auf Der Heide
Carl & Marge Clark
Dale Craft

Nancy Grayson
Chris Nelson
Andrea Osborn
Louella Powers
Beth Slaven
Jeff, Kinsey Walters & family
Donna Wernes

Lynn Woodward
Visitors: John & Alice

DEDICATION OF THE 2021 PLEDGES WILL BE HELD ON SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 29TH
Your pledge card can be returned several ways:
1) Emailed to the office at office@shawneepres.org
2) Physically returning it to the church office
(office hours Mon.—Thurs. 900 a.m.—12:30 p.m.)
3) Mailing it to the office at 6837 Nieman Rd. Shawnee, KS 66203
4) Placing in the offering plate on Nov. 29th.
We will dedicate the returned cards on
Sunday, November 29 during worship.
Our Session is stressing the importance
of everyone turning in a pledge card
this year. This information will provide
a realistic estimate of revenue needed
in preparation for the 2021 budget.

HUGS Tree & Gift Card Tree for
Nieman Families
Due by Sunday, Dec. 13th
H.U.G.S and Gift Card Tree will be up by
Sunday, Nov., 29th. There will be a Christmas Tree
set up just inside the front doors of the church. We will be collecting H.U.G.S
(Hats, Underwear, Gloves, and Socks) and GIFT CARDS for those in need at
Nieman Elementary School. Please make your contributions to this tree by
hanging your gift on or near the tree, placing them in the offering plate, or
delivering them to the church office. The GIFT CARDS should be $10 or $25
to stores such as Walmart, Target, Hy-Vee, or Price Chopper. If you would
like to donate to this tree by cash or check (checks made out to SPC) please
clearly mark your gift for this purpose and place it in the offering plate.
Nieman’s Social Worker will collect the items donated and deliver them to
the families needing these items before school lets out for Christmas.
All gifts for this tree must be at the churchSunday, December 13
as they will be taken to the school on Monday, December 14.
Last year we donated over 10 pairs of socks, 18 hats, 39 pairs of gloves,
a cozy scarf, AND $870 in GIFT CARDS!!!

Shawnee Presbyterian Church—2020 Holiday Schedule
Nov. 29-Dec.13- HUGS & Gift Card Tree – All donations given to Nieman Elementary School.
HUGS – Hats, Underwear, Gloves, and Socks
Gift Cards – suggested value is $10 or $25 from grocery stores, Walmart, Target,
or any place to help a family put together their holiday with young children in their home.
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 29TH AT 10:30 A.M. - 1st Sunday of Advent
Lighting the candle of Hope
Scripture: Mark 13:24-37
Shawnee Presbyterian Church Bell Choir

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6TH AT 10:30 A.M. -2nd Sunday of Advent
Lighting the candle of Peace
Scripture: Mark 1:1-8
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13TH AT 10:30 A.M. - 3rd Sunday of Advent
Lighting the candle of Joy
Scripture: John 1: 6-8, 19-28
French Horn Quartet in Worship
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20TH - 4th Sunday of Advent
Lighting the candle of Love
Scripture: Luke 1:26-38
Shawnee Presbyterian Church Bell Choir
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21 AT 6:30 P.M. - Longest Night Service/Blue Christmas
This service is for anyone who is having a challenge finding Joy during this
holiday season. Those who gather for this service walk the journey of sorrow and pain and
by gathering together recognize that none of us walk these
journeys alone. Even on the longest night of the year we find the Christ who comes to and
for us.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 24 AT 6:30 P.M. - Christmas Eve Candlelight and Communion Service
Lighting of the candle of Christ
Scripture: Luke 2:1-20
Shawnee Presbyterian Church Bell Choir
Shawnee Presbyterian Church 6837 Nieman Road Shawnee, KS 66203
913-631-6689 or office@shawneepres.org
Rev. Craig R. Gibson, Pastor
913-631-6689 or pastor@shawneepres.org
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The PresCryterian is published once a month on the 4th Wednesday. The deadline for articles is 9:00 am on Monday the week of
publication. You can submit your article via e-mail, office@shawneepres.org, or place it in the folder on the office door.
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PRAYER LIST: Please share your prayer requests w/ Pastor Craig
Prayers for….
*The family of Dorothy Morris, as they celebrate their beloved Dorothy on Friday, October 30th at
1:00 p.m. here at Shawnee Presbyterian Church.
*Nancy Auf Der Heide recovering from outpatient procedure.
*Bill Arndt recovering from outpatient procedure.
*Carol Howe recovering from hip surgery.
*Charlie Jones regaining strength following Covid infection. Feel free to send him a card at home or
at rehab (he will receive them faster at rehab): Rehab Hospital of Overland Park
5100 Indian Creek Pkwy Room 2023 Overland Park, KS 66207
*Prayers for Donna Wernes, whose father is declining physically and has dementia.

Medical Equipment available for church members and family. Did you know that our
church has a collection of assistive medical equipment available if you or your loved one
has need. Our collection currently has crutches, wheel chairs, bath chairs, toilet risers,
and walkers. If you have need for such an item (short or long term) please know these are
available for you to borrow. Donations to this collection are accepted, but please make
sure the donated item is in a condition at least as good as you would want for your own
use. These items are being stored in the Purple Room upstairs (farthest door on the right)
If you have any questions please contact Vonda or Pastor Craig.

