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Living into a New Normal
As the Covid 19 restrictions loosen a bit and we are able to get out and about as long as we
follow safe guidelines and boundaries, it seems what I hear the most from people around me is,
“When will we get back to being normal?” I have been thinking about this quite a bit myself
while I realize all that was once normal may actually never be the same again. It is wonderful to
have people back in the sanctuary for worship, but we do have to wear our masks and keep our
distance from one another. Many of our once regular functions are still on hold as we can’t
gather closely or for any extended length of time.
During a recent visit with a KU physician this same discussion came up. My doctor shared that
the elevators are nearly empty now and she does not want to ride on them either. Many staff
and patients have begun to use the stairways in the building. While good for one’s physical
conditioning this has also crowded the stairways more creating a potential breeding ground for
virus and bacteria to grow and be shared with others now using the stairs. My doctor also
advised that if you do use a public stairway be very cautious of the handrail and what may be
growing there. Who would have thought of any of this being a result of a virus that functions
and infects us in unknown ways?
Will the church ever go back to the way it was? The answer is a simple yes and no. Yes, the
sanctuary is and will be open to worship in as long as we follow safe methods of being together.
We have also added the capability of streaming our worship service on Facebook making us
much more available to those unable to be present with us in person. Because of our Facebook
presence we now have to be careful to not show the faces or say names of our young people
present to protect their safety in a world where there are people looking for opportunity to cause
harm to the vulnerable. I could go on and on with the dynamics of our new reality, but we all
know that our normal really has changed and become something new.

What about God and our Savior Jesus Christ? Has anything about the divine changed to keep
up with what is happening in our world? Actually, no nothing about God, Jesus, or the Holy
Spirit has changed at all. Our understanding of who God is may have been opened to new
possibilities. Hear these words from Hebrews 13:8 “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and
today and forever.” The divine then has not necessarily experienced all of this before, but in
every situation and time and place is the same. This is the normal we can hold on to. The
same hope and faith our ancestors had remains for us and the generations to come. Trust God
and know that this new normal will be ok because our
Lord and Savior will always be the same and will always be with us.
In Ministry Together, Pastor Craig

October 4 is World Communion Sunday. We will celebrate this
wonderful time of coming together as a church and as
Christians throughout the world to gather around the Lord’s
Table. This table is a place where all are welcome with no
restrictions of gender, sexuality, race, color, nationality, or
even condition of health. Each of us are invited by our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ to partake in a meal much larger than
any congregation, denomination, or even country. Come and
see, come and taste for the Lord is good.
**Shawnee Presbyterian Church has prepackaged bread and
drink for communion that will be picked up as you enter the
sanctuary.**

Shawnee Presbyterian Church has REOPENED for
in-person service for those who are comfortable with adhering to the
guidelines. For those who would like to continue to worship from at home,
we have you covered. We will continue offering ONLINE worship through our

Facebook page throughout this time.

https://www.facebook.com/Shawnee-Presbyterian-Church-PCUSA102224526487292/

One request we do have is for everyone to comment “Good Morning”, or “Hello” during the
service so that we know who all attended when we review the video later. Please share our
church online service with any friends or family who may enjoy our worship.

When we worship together, here is how it will work and what will be required:
**When you enter through the FRONT DOORS of the building you will need to be wearing a mask the entire time you are in

the building.
**You will need to have your temperature taken at the door.
**When cleared to enter, please go directly to your seat in the sanctuary.
**Worship will begin promptly at 10:30.
**Feel free to sing or speak together, but always wear your mask.
**Communion will be picked up by individuals on their way into worship. They are prepackaged with both bread and juice.
**The offering will be collected in a large basket in the Narthex, removing the need to pass plates during worship.
** When the worship service is over, an usher will dismiss us row by row.
**Please exit the church building. Any conversation needs to be done outside on the sidewalk or parking lot while social
distancing.
** There will be no physical contact shared between one another. This means no hugs or handshakes.
**Even with these restrictions it will be wonderful to see everyone again.

Food When We’re Fed
is a time to remind ourselves to bring food for
others every time we gather for
communion. Communion is now shared the first
Sunday of every month.
The next Food When We’re Fed will be

Sunday, October 4th.
Please bring non-perishable foods.
Let’s take this opportunity to make a difference in the world around us.
**Food brought in will be dropped in the wagon by the donor before entering the
sanctuary.**

Food When We are Fed Donations
Thank you to Nancy Auf Der Heide’ Beta Sigma Phi Chapter
for donating over 58.6 lbs of food for our
“Food When We are Fed”.
Thank you Avery Norman, for weighing and taking the
donations to Shawnee Services.

FINANCIAL UPDATE – AUGUST 2020 RESULTS
August 2020 interim results
August

1

Year to Date

Budget YTD

Compared to Budget

Total Receipts

$ 10,367

$ 128,6091

$ 102,581

$ 26,028

Total Expenses

14,325

103,171

111,616

8,445

Receipts Less Expenses

-3,958

25,438

-9,035

34,473

Year to Date receipts include $14,900 in Paycheck Protection Program loan funds obtained from
the U.S. Small Business Administration as a part of the CARES Act. Session expects that these
funds will be 100 percent forgiven as they have been used for appropriate purposes per program
requirements.
Please contact Chris Nelson, Finance Committee Chair, at (913) 602-4235 or
christopher.nelson@sbcglobal.net if you have any questions/concerns
about any of the information contained in this report.

Answers to Trivia Week 17
1) What relation to you is your uncle’s father? B. Grandfather
2) What fish is known as poor man’s lobster? A. Monk Fish
3) What item would a tailor measure in “lignes”? D. Button
4) How many total candles do you need to light a menorah properly for the entire eight nights of
Hanukkah? B. 44
5) Cha dao is the art of what? C. Making tea
Now for Trivia Week 18
1) What kind of nuts are used in marzipan?
A. Pecans
B. Hazelnuts
C. Almonds
D. Walnuts
2) What is the highest possible bowling score in a game with NO strikes?
A. 190
B. 160
C. 210
D. 300
3) In chess, which piece only moves diagonally?
A. Pawn
B. Rook
C. Bishop
D. King
4) What ingredient must French vanilla ice cream have in it to distinguish it from regular vanilla?
A. Whole cream
B. Eggs
C. Vanilla bean
D. Evaporated milk
5) How many players are there in a standard ultimate Frisbee team?
A. 4
B. 5
C. 6
D. 7

October Birthdays
Judy Godfrey—10/2
Gary Fulghum—10/7
Pucka Tomasic—10/8
Carolyn Cassity—10/11
Robert Lewis—10/14
Vonda Norman—10/15
Betty Ross—10/16
Kim Hochman—10/22
Donna Wernes—10/22
Maren Walters—10/25
Marc Horner—10/28

NOISY OFFERING—SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25TH
Seven months have passed since our last Noisy Offering!!
Bring your loose change on Sunday, October 25th and help make this the
noisiest offering of the year. You will drop your Noisy Offering in a container
before you enter the sanctuary.
It will be added to the ‘Love Funds’ SPC established at Shawnee Mission
Northwest High School and Hocker Grove Middle School. If you would like to
support the ‘Love Funds’ but will not be at church on Sunday, you can still make
‘noise’ by adding to the ‘love fund’ jar in the office.
We would like to encourage you to put in a few extra coins if you can.
Thank you, the Mission Committee

Shawnee Presbyterian Church Office
Hours are
Mon.-Thurs. 9 a.m.—12:30 p.m.
Pastor Craig is available
throughout the day.
Pastor Craig can be reached at
913-631-6689 Ext.11 OR
pastor@shawneepres.org.
If you have a pastoral emergency, call
Pastor Craig at 918-346-0839.
Please call the office at 913-631-6689 or
email the office at office@shawneepres.org.

Thank you so much for responding to
my needing drivers request for Meals on
Wheels. Kelly Hackleman and Carl
Clark from the church have volunteered.
Ask Carl, who ran his route already, how
easy it is. I could always use substitute
drivers (while drivers go on vacation)
Kelly is subbing outside her regular
Friday shift. So please let me know if you
are interested in being a substitute
driver. Thank you, Gwen Boyd

Church Attendance

John & Beverly Randazzo

We all know who attended church
through Facebook (thank you for saying
“Good Morning” and commenting
throughout the service)

Pat Schroder
Beth Slaven
Joe Thimes

but who was sitting in the pews?

Jeff, Kinsey, Maren, Holt,
& Flint Walters
Jack & Jean Watkins

Bill Arndt

Lynn Woodward

Kent & Nancy Auf Der Heide

And our new visitor Josh

on September 27,

Nancy Barnett
Vern & Bobby Bonar

Carolyn Cassity
Carl & Marge Clark
Tim Gibson
Judy Godfrey
Nancy Martin
Andrea Osborn
Louella Powers

Please accept our sincere apology if we
didn’t include you on this list or if we
mistook you for someone else.
It is difficult to identify who is who with
everyone wearing masks.
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PRAYER LIST: Please share your prayer requests w/ Pastor Craig
*Charlie Jones is having a tough time regaining his strength after having Covid-19. Feel free to
send him a card at home or at rehab (he will receive them faster at rehab):
The Health Center at Claridge Court
8101 Mission Rd Rm 4D
Prairie Village, KS 66208
*Dorothy Morris, who remains on Hospice at a Nursing Center working with physical therapy.
*Maxine Lewis – improving.
*Carol Howe, who is healing after surgery for a fracture below her hip.
*Barb Kreutzer fell and broke her hip. Feel free to send her a card at: Barbara Kreutzer
5401 W. 143rd Street Room 120
Leawood, KS. 66224
Medical Equipment available for church members and family. Did you know that our
church has a collection of assistive medical equipment available if you or your loved one
has need. Our collection currently has crutches, wheel chairs, bath chairs, toilet risers,
and walkers. If you have need for such an item (short or long term) please know these are
available for you to borrow. Donations to this collection are accepted, but please make
sure the donated item is in a condition at least as good as you would want for your own
use. These items are being stored in the Purple Room upstairs (farthest door on the right)
If you have any questions please contact Vonda or Pastor Craig.

