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Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
What wonderful greetings that most often accompany a hug or
handshake. If you are like me, you are quickly disheartened
remembering that for nearly a year such human contact has been
discouraged in order to preserve the health on those around us. What a
challenge and often a bummer when we realize we can not share the
most basic of greetings.
I hope you have begun enjoying my latest past time of mask
watching. I love watching the people I come across at the store or on
walks, especially their masks. I never thought about how a mask could
be used for bedazzling, sharing fun phrases, providing a special flap for
your drinking straw, or even advertising a company or product.
Interestingly, our eyes have become our new means of non-verbal
communication whether we intend them to or not. You can tell if a child
is getting excited about Christmas and you can tell if their parent is near
the end of their rope. I say let’s use this insight to our advantage. Give it
a shot and smile to everyone you meet with your mouth and especially
your eyes. In a world full of downhearted people, we can truly make a
difference with this wonderful greeting of an eye smile.
The message we share does not have to be only about Christmas,
but that is a great way to start. The message we share could well be
one that someone is noticed wherever they are and noticed with a smile.
It is very hard to not return a smile when it is shared with you. I am
reminded that anyone who looks away from you when you smile may
well be having a tough day and the message received is still that
someone cared enough to share a smile.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! Know that I am smiling
when I think of you. Remember that the one who comes as a babe on
Christmas smiles every time you remember the love that
Jesus brings us.
In Ministry Together, Pastor Craig

ONLINE Christmas Eve Service
and Communion
Thursday, December. 24th at 6:30pm.
This Online Christmas Eve Communion service
will be a wonderful way to celebrate the birth
of Christ our King!
Please join us online and enjoy Jesus’s birth through music and ministry.
The prepacked communion cups are available in the
church office for you to take home if you desire. These
prepackaged cups are shelf stable and do not require
any refrigeration or specials storage.
Please feel free to stop by the church office
Monday-Thursday 9:00 a.m.—12:30 p.m. to pick these up.

Join us for our WEEKLY WORSHIP SERVICE
ONLINE ONLY
1) Watch online LIVE through Facebook at:
https://www.facebook.com/Shawnee-Presbyterian-Church-PCUSA102224526487292/
2) Watch worship online any time after Sunday’s service on our website at: http://
www.shawneepres.org or http://www.shawneepres.org/past_services.html
If you miss the 10:30am Sunday online church service or you would like to watch it
again or share it with a friend, you have the capability to watch it over, and over again
(through Facebook or through our website http://www.shawneepres.org/
past_services.html).
Worship services through
www.shawneepres.org should be up by
Monday morning where watching on FB is
immediate.
**All links can be found on
Shawnee Presbyterians Church’s website:
www.shawneepres.org.**

SPECIAL MUSIC AT SHAWNEE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH FOR THE ADVENT SEASON
Although we will be worshipping ONLINE, we are very excited about celebrating the coming of our
Lord with music at SPC! Here is our plan for our special music for the weeks ahead:
Christmas Eve– Thursday, December 24th at 6:30 p.m.:
SPC Bell Choir - “Carol of the Bells”
The Bells will also accompany the carols, with organ, “O Come, All Ye Faithful” and “Silent Night”
The SPC Bell Choir rehearses on Wednesday nights, 7:00-8:00.
f you would like to join us, we have a personal table and pair of bells for
you! For more information, contact Kelly at
kkhackleman@gmail.com. All are welcome!

Food When We’re Fed

NOISY OFFERING
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 27TH
You can drop your Noisy Offering in the
office Monday-Friday
9:00 a.m.—12:30 p.m..
It will be added to the ‘Love Funds’ SPC
established at
Shawnee Mission NW High School and
Hocker Grove Middle School.
We would like to encourage you to drop
off a few extra coins if you can.
Thank you, the Mission Committee

is a time to remind ourselves
to bring food for others
every time we connect
ONLINE for communion.
Communion is now shared the
first Sunday of every month.
The next Food When We’re
Fed will be
Sunday, January 3rd
Please bring non-perishable
foods.
Let’s take this opportunity to
make a difference in the
world around us.

**Food may be brought into the church
during office hours
Monday-Thursday 9:00 a.m.—12:30 p.m..
The wagon is by the front door. You can
also pull up the SPC, call 913-631-6689,
and have someone come to your car to take
your donations.**

**2021 Pledges can
still be turned
in***
There are several ways you can
return your pledge card:
1) Emailed to the office at office@shawneepres. org
2) Physically returning it to the church office
(office hours Mon.—Thurs. 900 a.m.—12:30 p.m.)
3) Mailing it to the office at 6837 Nieman Rd. Shawnee, KS 66203
5) Call and set up a time to drop off your pledge card 91 3-631-6689.
6) Pull up to the church, call the church (during office hours only) and
have Vonda or Craig walk out to your car to pick up your pledge card.
Our Session is stressing the importance of everyone turning in a pledge
card this year. This information will provide a realistic estimate of
revenue needed in preparation for the 2021 budget.

THANK YOU for your HUGS Tree and Gift Card Donations for Nieman Families!!!
Shawnee Presbyterian Church pulled through in a VERY GENEROUS way for the families in
need at Nieman Elementary!! 28 hats were donated, 2 headbands, 2 scarves, 32 pairs of gloves,
81 pairs of socks, and 49 pairs of underwear. AND….drum roll please….

$1,795 in GIFT CARDS!!! WOW!!!! THANK YOU FOR GIVING

TO THOSE WHO ARE IN NEED!

Shawnee Presbyterian Church Office Hours
are Mon.-Thurs. 9 a.m.—12:30 p.m.
Pastor Craig is available
throughout the day.
Pastor Craig can be reached at
913-631-6689 Ext.11 OR
pastor@shawneepres.org.
If you have a pastoral emergency, call
Pastor Craig at 918346-0839.

Please call the office at
913-631-6689 or email
the office at office@shawneepres.org.

Food When
We are Fed
Donations
Thank you for your
generous
donations in
December.
We collected 14.5 lbs. Wow!!
Thank you to Nancy Auf Der Heide’s Beta
Sigma Phi Chapter for donating over 79.4 lbs of
food for our “Food When We are Fed”.
Thank you Avery Norman, for weighing and
taking the donations to Shawnee Services.

November Noisy Offering Donations
Thank you for your Noisy Offering
donations in November. $132 was
donated by each of you making a little
noise. THANK YOU!

FINANCIAL UPDATE – November 2020 interim results
November

Year to Date

Budget YTD

Compared to Budget

Total Receipts

$ 10,193

$ 140,748

$ 141,049

-$301

Total Expenses

$ 15,817

$ 125,742

156,772

$31,030

Receipts Less Expenses

-$5,624

$15,006

-$15,723

$31,330

1

Year to Date receipts include $14,900 in Paycheck Protection Program loan funds obtained from the
U.S. Small Business Administration as a part of the CARES Act. Session expects that these funds will
be 100 percent forgiven as they have been used for appropriate purposes per program requirements.
Please contact Chris Nelson, Finance Committee Chair, at (913) 602-4235 or
christopher.nelson@sbcglobal.net if you have any questions/concerns about any of the information
contained in this report.

Shawnee Presbyterian Church will hold its
ANNUAL MEETING after Worship
through Zoom.
Shawnee Presbyterian Church will be holding our Annual meeting a little
different than we have in the past. The proposed method of holding Annual
Meeting for Shawnee Presbyterian Church is as follows:
 2020 Annual Report, 2021 Budget, Nominating Ballot, and the Call of
Pastor will be sent out Electronically (email) and via US Mail.
*Annual Meeting - Sunday, January 24, 2021 by email and US Mail
(all votes due to SPC by Monday, January 25, 2021)
*Congregational Zoom meeting on Sunday, January 24 at 11:30 a.m.
for discussion only.
 Results

of Votes announced by Prescryterian on Wednesday, January 27
and during Worship on Sunday, January 31.

*ALL Committee Annual Reports will be due to Vonda at office@shawneepres.org no later than Wednesday, January 13.
*All church mailing of the Annual Report will be emailed and mailed via US
Mail on Tuesday, January 19. Information included will be: Budget for
2021, 2020 Annual Report, Nominating Ballot,
and Call of Pastor. (Votes only required on Nominating Ballot and Call of
Pastor)
*Email response votes to be sent to office@shawneepres.org
*Paper ballots to be mailed to church or hand delivered with delivery needed no later than Monday, January 25th, 2021.
More information to come. Please ask if you have any questions.

January Birthdays
1/3—Ruth Pirtle

1/8—Martha Cunningham
1/9—Gleneta Jefferson
1/21—Ruth Jones
1/28—Bette Hamilton

“Snow Technicians” Needed
to remove snow from the
Sidewalks.

Two (2) individuals have
volunteered, but I’m still looking
for a few “snow technicians”
to clear the sidewalks.
If you are so inclined, please
contact Jack Watkins
913-484-7513 or
jack.jean.watkins@gmail.com
While the pay is nonexistent, the
exercise benefit is rewarding!!
We do have an electric start
snow blower and shovels to fit most
hands!

Welcome Visitors
Kathy Fanning
Dona Gibson
Annie Banannie
Kathy Fanning
Dona Gibson
Teri Hiebert

Picking up your 2021
Tithing Envelopes
If you turned in a pledge commitment card for the 2021 year,
your Tithing Envelopes will be
available to pick up at the
church in the Narthex.
Please stop by
to pick them up.
Envelope Pickup times:
Mon., 12/28 9:00a.m.—Noon
Tues., 12/29 9:00a.m.—Noon
Wed., 12/30 9:00a.m.—Noon
Thurs., 12/31 9:00 a.m.—Noon

Questions, email
Office@shawneepres.org

Answers to Trivia Week 25

Trivia Week 26

1) What type of food is Taramasalata?
C. Salad
2) Who won the first Super Bowl?
B. Green Bay Packers
3) What is an “onychophagist”? D. A nail biter
4) What color are the $1 bills in a standard
game of Monopoly?
C. White
5) What was the first Pokemon to be
trademarked? B. Mew

1) The first Thanksgiving lasted how many days?
A) 1
B) 2
C) 3
D) 4
2) Which Indian tribe taught the Pilgrims how to cultivate the land and were
invited to the Thanksgiving meal?
A) Apache
B) Wampanoag
C) Cherokee
D) Mohawk
3) Which southern state was the first to adopt a Thanksgiving Day in 1855?
A) Virginia
B) South Carolina
C) Georgia
D) Florida
4) What is a baby turkey called?
A) Chick
B) Little turkey
C) Nestling
D) Poult
5) When was the first ever Thanksgiving NFL game created?
A) 1920’s
B) 1930’s
C) 1940’s
D) 1950’s
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PRAYER LIST: Please share your prayer requests w/ Pastor Craig
JOY…..
Congratulations to Sharon and Bill Arndt, who will be celebrating their 55th Wedding Anniversary Fri. Dec. 18, 2020!
Prayers for….
* Prayers for the Case family, who are grieving the loss of Russell Case.
*Prayers for the Wilkinson family, who are grieving the loss of Frank.
*Donna Wernes and her family, who are grieving the loss of Don Wernes.

*Continued prayers for Doug Coonrood’s family Doug maintains our attractive website. His older brother is having to go
through chemo before having a bone marrow transplant. He had a bad reaction to the chemo and the transplant has been
pushed back. He will now have to stay in the hospital now until the transplant and then after that for a month. He
won't be able to go home until the end of January. Some positives... His wife has recovered from Covid and can visit him
again. My younger brother was found to be an exact match for being a donor and has already made that donation. Doug
is adjusting to diabetes, finding it's getting easier all the time.

Medical Equipment available for church members and family. Did you know that our
church has a collection of assistive medical equipment available if you or your loved one
has need. Our collection currently has crutches, wheel chairs, bath chairs, toilet risers,
and walkers. If you have need for such an item (short or long term) please know these are
available for you to borrow. Donations to this collection are accepted, but please make
sure the donated item is in a condition at least as good as you would want for your own
use. These items are being stored in the Purple Room upstairs (farthest door on the right)
If you have any questions please contact Vonda or Pastor Craig.

